DEVELOPMENT   OF INDIAN  FISHERIES

That the potential resources of fisheries in India are vast and
capable of great development is now a recognized fact; but in
all problems relating to research on edible species, provision
of hatcheries in selected areas, organization for the training of
fishermen and, finally, marketing, the initiative for their solu-
tion must of necessity come from the Government. They
should face the problem with that firm resolve that charac-
terizes a nation fully conscious of its nutritional deficiencies.
But so long as the laisser-faire policy in matters that concern
vitally the health and well-being of the people persists, so long
as public opinion does not wake up to the realities of the
situation, and so long as vested interests either of the Govern-
ment as in Burma, or of the propertied classes, as in the areas
under Permanent Settlements, are allowed to dominate the
situation, there can be no hope of any improvement in fishery.

Public opinion in those parts of India where a large portion
of the people has no objection to the use of fish, should be
aroused in favour of such practical measures as are necessary
for the development of fisheries. The fact that fisheries and the
fish trade are mostly in the hands of special castes has no doubt
added to our difficulties in reconditioning the industry; but
these difficulties must be boldly faced. A number of co-opera-
tive societies have been started among fisherfolk but they are
neither adequate nor efficient for the purpose of overcoming
the hostility of vested interests. The educational work among
them has been equally disappointing.

One method of approach to the problem of Indian fisheries
is to attract industrial enterprise. There is no reason why
Indian fish products, such as dried and salted fish, and fish-
liver oil should not find a wider place in the world market.
Hilsa eggs (Clupea Has ah] may be added to the list of caviars;
the liver oil of some of our common fish may be found as rich
in vitamin as the cod or halibut oil of commerce; and lastly,
the internal and external markets for dried and salted fish are
capable of greater expansion.

Finally, we must urge upon the Federal and Provincial
Governments of India the imperative necessity of developing
both coast and river fisheries.